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Principles

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to
fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences

between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe
and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early
learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities

and talents as they grow up.”

Early Years Statutory Framework 2021

Aims

At Winsor Primary School we strive to meet every child’s entitlement to develop a love of
learning that will enable them to have the best possible start to their education and achieve
their full potential. We aim to provide the children in our care with the skills needed to
become happy, independent and curious life-long learners.

We aim to create learning environments that offer high levels of engagement and challenge
through a wide range of activities and experiences. Our staff promote our school values of
respect, responsibility, collaboration, determination and enjoyment through their daily
interactions with the children. They understand the needs of very young children and how
best to create an environment that enables a love of learning.
“When we give every child the best start in their early years, we give them what they need

today. We also set them up with every chance of success tomorrow.”
Development Matters 2020

Characteristics of Effective Learning

We ensure that our environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates the three
characteristics of effective teaching and learning:

● Playing and exploring - children will have opportunities to investigate and
experience things, and ‘have a go’.
Through play, our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help
themmake sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, learn how to control
themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think
creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with
others as they investigate and solve problems.

● Active learning - children will have time and space to concentrate and keep on
trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy their achievements.
Active learning occurs when children are motivated and interested. Children need
some independence and control over their learning. As children develop their
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confidence, they learn to make decisions. It provides children with a sense of
satisfaction as they take ownership of their learning.

● Creating and thinking critically - we encourage and support children to have and
develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for
doing things.
Children should be given the opportunity to be creative through all areas of learning.
Adults can support children’s thinking and help themmake connections by showing
interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open ended questions.
Children can access resources and move around the classroom freely and
purposefully to extend their learning.

Curriculum

Children develop and learn in different ways. The EYFS framework covers the education and
care of all children in early years provision, including children with special educational needs
and disabilities.

At Winsor Primary School, we consider the individual needs, interests, and stage of
development of each child in our care and use this information to plan a challenging and
enjoyable experience for each child in all areas of learning and development. Each area of
learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play and through a
mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity.

The seven key features of effective practice , as set out in Development Matters, shapes our1

practice in the Early Years Foundation Stage.
1. The best for every child
2. High-quality care
3. The curriculum: what we want the children to learn
4. Pedagogy:helping children to learn
5. Assessment: checking what the children have learnt
6. Self-regulation and executive function
7. Partnership with parents

As part of our best practice we:
● Provide and plan an exciting and challenging curriculum, which is broad and

balanced, based on our observations of children’s needs, interests and stages of
development across the seven areas of learning

● Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice
● Provide early intervention for those who need additional support
● Work in partnership with parents and where needed outside agencies
● Plan challenging learning experiences for all our children, based on the individual

needs of the child

1 See Appendix 1
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● Provide opportunities for our children to engage in adult led learning and self-
initiated learning

● Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and outdoors

Areas of Learning:
The EYFS is made up of three prime areas of learning:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language
Physical Development

There are four specific areas of learning:
Literacy
Maths
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play
and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity. All seven areas of learning and
development are important and interconnected.

Planning

Guidance from the statutory framework and guidance from Development Matters,
alongside links to the progression into KS1 provides the basis for planning throughout the
Foundation Stage. Where appropriate planning from schemes of work are adapted to each
cohort and the needs of specific children or groups of children. Planning is based around
themes with direct teaching of phonics, maths and English in Reception. In Nursery,
planning is centred around children’s interests and fascinations.

Observations

Observations feed into planning; through observations, staff identify achievements, interests
and next steps. Relevant and significant observations are recorded electronically and
support regular assessments.

At Winsor Primary School, we observe children to understand their level of achievement,
interests and learning styles, and then shape learning experiences which reflect those
observations. In our interactions with children, we respond to the day-to-day observations
about children’s progress, as well as observations that parents and carers share. These
observations are recorded electronically through Early Essence.

Assessment
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At Winsor, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development process.
Our curriculum and its delivery ensure that children, from their own starting points, make
good progress. Children’s level of development is recorded using the Development Matters
age-bands. On-entry baseline assessments of all children are made within the first few
weeks of starting. Pupils in Reception are also assessed using the statutory Reception
Baseline Assessment. Regular assessment points throughout the year, allow us to
implement any interventions swiftly for any pupils falling behind or not making expected
progress.

At the end of Reception, staff complete the EYFS profile for every child. Pupils are assessed
against 17 Early Learning Goals, indicating whether they are:

● Not yet reaching expected levels of development (Emerging)
● Meeting expected levels of development (Expected)

The EYFSP reflects ongoing observations and discussions with parents and/or carers. The
Profile provides parents, carers and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s
knowledge, understanding and abilities, their progress against expected levels, and their
readiness for Year 1. The Profile reflects: ongoing observation; all relevant records; discussions
with parents and carers, and any other adults whom the teacher, parent or carer judges can
offer a useful contribution.

Year 1 teachers are given a copy of the Profile report together with a short commentary on
each child’s skills and abilities in relation to the three key characteristics of effective learning.
These inform a dialogue between Reception and Year 1 teachers about each child’s stage of
development and learning needs and assists with the planning of activities in Year 1.

The results of the profile are then shared with parents and/or carers as well as the local
authority.

Inclusion

At Winsor Primary School we value the diversity of all individuals, believing that all families
must be valued. We believe that all our children matter and give them every opportunity to
achieve their best by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when
planning for their learning (See Whole School Inclusion Policy and our school’s SEN
Information Report in conjunction with Newham’s Local Offer).

Safeguarding & Welfare

“Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs
are met, and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. The
safeguarding and welfare requirements…are designed to…create high quality settings

which are welcoming, safe and stimulating, and where children are able to enjoy learning
and grow in confidence. ”
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Early Years Statutory Framework, 2021

It is important to us that all children in our school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on
boundaries, rules and limits and to help them to understand and have a sense of their own
identity. We provide children with choices to help them develop these important life skills.
Children should be allowed to take risks but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid
hazards.

We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. We ensure the
safeguarding and welfare of all children by following the requirements and procedures set
out in our whole school Safeguarding Policy.

Parents as Partners

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value
the contribution they make, and the role that parents have played, and their future role, in
educating their children. We do this through:

● Talking to parents about their child before their child starts in Nursery and Reception.
● Planning home visits for new starters in Nursery and Reception.
● Organising transition meetings for children in Nursery the term before moving to

reception.
● Inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts

school.
● Inviting parents to our ‘Funky Fridays’ where they can see the teaching and learning

taking place in their child’s class. They also have the opportunity to talk about their
child’s progress with their key person.

● Ensuring parents have the opportunity to share their child’s milestones at home with
the school via our ‘Magic Moments’ sheets.

● Operating an “open door” policy, whereby parents can come and discuss concerns
and developments in an informal manner.

● Inviting parents to formal meetings each term.
● Sharing annual reports with parents on their child’s attainment and progress. At the

end of Reception parents also receive a report on their child’s Early Learning Goal
achievements.

● Signposting parents to various services which are available to support them.

Key Person

Each child is assigned a key person. Their role is to help ensure that every child’s care is
tailored to meet their individual needs; to help the child become familiar with the setting,
offer a settled relationship for the child and build a relationship with their parents. The key
person must help ensure that every child’s learning and care is tailored to meet their
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individual needs. The key person must seek to engage and support parents and/or carers in
guiding their child’s development at home.

Review

This policy will be reviewed every three years or earlier, should changes occur to the EYFS
Statutory Framework.

Appendix 1

Seven key features of effective practice

1. The best for every child

● All children deserve to have an equal chance of success.
● High-quality early education is good for all children. It is especially important for

children from disadvantaged backgrounds.
● When they start school, children from disadvantaged backgrounds are, on average, 4

months1 behind their peers. We need to do more to narrow that gap.
● Children who have lived through difficult experiences can begin to grow stronger

when they experience high quality early education and care.
● High-quality early education and care is inclusive. Children’s special educational

needs and disabilities (SEND) are identified quickly. All children promptly receive any
extra help they need, so they can progress well in their learning.

2. High-quality care

● The child’s experience must always be central to the thinking of every practitioner.
● Babies, toddlers and young children thrive when they are loved and well cared for.
● High-quality care is consistent. Every practitioner needs to enjoy spending time with

young children.
● Effective practitioners are responsive to children and babies. They notice when a baby

looks towards them and gurgles and respond with pleasure.
● Practitioners understand that toddlers are learning to be independent, so they will

sometimes get frustrated.
● Practitioners know that starting school, and all the other transitions in the early years,

are big steps for small children.

3. The curriculum: what we want children to learn

● The curriculum is a top-level plan of everything the early years setting wants the
children to learn.
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● Planning to help every child to develop their language is vital.
● The curriculum needs to be ambitious. Careful sequencing will help children to build

their learning over time.
● Young children’s learning is often driven by their interests. Plans need to be flexible.
● Babies and young children do not develop in a fixed way. Their development is like a

spider’s web with many strands, not a straight line.
● Depth in early learning is much more important than covering lots of things in a

superficial way.

4. Pedagogy: helping children to learn

● Children are powerful learners. Every child can make progress in their learning, with
the right help.

● Effective pedagogy is a mix of different approaches. Children learn through play, by
adults modelling, by observing each other, and through guided learning and direct
teaching.

● Practitioners carefully organise enabling environments for high-quality play.
Sometimes, they make time and space available for children to invent their own play.

● Sometimes, they join in to sensitively support and extend children’s learning.
● Children in the early years also learn through group work, when practitioners guide

their learning.
● Older children need more of this guided learning.
● A well-planned learning environment, indoors and outside, is an important aspect of

pedagogy.

5. Assessment: checking what children have learnt

● Assessment is about noticing what children can do and what they know. It is not
about lots of data and evidence.

● Effective assessment requires practitioners to understand child development.
Practitioners also need to be clear about what they want children to know and be
able to do.

● Accurate assessment can highlight whether a child has a special educational need
and needs extra help.

● Before assessing children, it’s a good idea to think about whether the assessments
will be useful.

● Assessment should not take practitioners away from the children for long periods of
time.

6. Self-regulation and executive function

● Executive function includes the child’s ability to:
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– hold information in mind
– focus their attention
– think flexibly
– inhibit impulsive behaviour.
● These abilities contribute to the child’s growing ability to self-regulate:
– concentrate their thinking
– plan what to do next
– monitor what they are doing and adapt
– regulate strong feelings
– be patient for what they want
– bounce back when things get difficult.
● Language development is central to self-regulation: children use language to guide

their actions and plans. Pretend play gives many opportunities for children to focus
their thinking, persist and plan ahead.

7. Partnership with parents

● It is important for parents and early years settings to have a strong and respectful
partnership. This sets the scene for children to thrive in the early years.

● This includes listening regularly to parents and giving parents clear information about
their children’s progress.

● The help that parents give their children at home has a very significant impact on
their learning.

● Some children get much less support for their learning at home than others. By
knowing and understanding all the children and their families, settings can offer
extra help to those who need it most.

● It is important to encourage all parents to chat, play and read with their children.
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